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TAB 
 CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) 

 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Minutes from the January 23, 2017 LSP Committee meeting ......................................... 1-1 
 
2. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Overview 

In 2017, HART is carrying out a major update of its 10-year Transit Development Plan 
(TDP). This statutorily required effort shall focus on updating the bus network and 
identifying opportunities to implement innovative, cost-effective solutions that are Beyond 
the Bus.  The TDP becomes the HART blueprint for where we go and how we grow.  The 
result shall be a practical, forward-thinking TDP which will identify opportunities to 
rework the current network and identify a smart, phased approach for implementing new 
services as funding allows.  Also produced will be a 10-year transit needs plan.  Joel Rey, 
Principal with Tindale-Oliver and Associates, will lead a presentation on this effort. 

 
a. HART 10-Year Transit Development Plan (TDP) and Comprehensive Operations Analysis 

(COA) 

 i.  Legislative Requirements 
 ii.  Situational Analysis Appraisal 
 iii.  Outreach and Status 

 iv. Transforming Transit in Hillsborough County 
v.   Progress to Date 

 
b.  Next Steps 
 
3. ADJOURNMENT 
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Committee Members Present             (5) Staff Present 
Mickey Jacob Sylvia Berrien 
Karen Jaroch Greg Brackin 
Richard A.McClain Joan Brown 
C. John Melendez III Christina Buchanan 
Commissioner Sandra Murman Ruthie Reyes Burckard 
Councilmember Mike Suarez Al Burns 
 Lucien Campillo  
Committee Members Absent            (2) Katharine Eagan 
Wallace Bowers Steve Feigenbaum 
Commissioner Pat Kemp Kenyatta Lee 
Kathleen Shanahan Lena Petit 
 Steve Rosenstock 
 Marco Sandusky 
 Jeff Seward 
 Brooke Stearns 
  
 Others Present 
 David Smith, GrayRobinson 
 Cassandra Borchers, PSTA 
 Sharon Calvert, 505 Cullen Ct. Lutz  
 Charlotte Greenbarg, 2807 Coastal Range Way Lutz 
 Zach Hoover, 707 N. Franklin St. 
 Jennifer Musselman, Kittleman’s 
 Mitch Perry, Florida Politics 
  
Sign-in sheets are attached. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Committee Chair Sandra Murman. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Pledge of Allegiance followed. 
 
ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 
David L Smith, HART General Counsel 
 
David Smith, General Counsel, conducted the election of Committee Officers 
 
Committee member Suarez nominated by acclamation and Committee member Melendez seconded 
Committee member Murman for the position of Chair. All committee members present voted aye. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Committee Chair Murman nominated Committee member Suarez for Vice Chair 
 
Committee member Suarez declined the nomination and nominated Committee member McClain. 
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Committee member McClain declined the nomination. 
 
Committee member Suarez withdrew his nomination. 
 
Committee member Melendez nominated and Committee member Suarez seconded Committee 
member Jacob for the position of Vice Chair. All committee members present voted aye. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Committee Chair Murman commented on the importance of the committee.  She explained that the 
legislative portion of the meeting is trying to get a fair share of money on the federal and local level; 
while the strategic planning is helping to forge the future path of HART. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS (3 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) 
 
Sharon Calvert, 505 Cullen Ct, Lutz; informed the Board that PSTA CEO Brad Miller made a 
presentation in January of 2013 to Senator Latvala and others regarding a joint powers agreement that 
would merge PSTA and HART without the referendum that is required to legally merge. She stated the 
Interlocal Agreement proposed at that presentation would combine all decision making and governance 
into a regional authority while HART and PSTA remained only on paper as the legal taxing authority, 
although the merge was later rejected following the results of two separate studies. Ms. Calvert expressed 
concern with Commissioner Long’s proposed Council of Governments and the implications that the 
structure may result in an attempt to merge HART and PSTA, as she reports that Commissioner Long 
stated that some state legislators prefer the name Tampa Bay Transit Authority. Ms. Calvert is concerned 
with the currently proposed Interlocal Agreement and the reported intent of PSTA to take the approved 
agreement to Tallahassee in pursuit of funding to implement the Council of Governments. She added 
that the discussions regarding mergers and regionalism does not appear to be done with transparency. 
Ms. Calvert reported that Commissioner Long presented a vision that includes a plan for a regional sales 
tax increase at the January 13 PSTA workshop. She stated that this adds to her concerns that the Premium 
Transit Plan may be another campaign for a regional tax increase. Ms. Calvert indicated that it was a 
shame that HART and PSTA were not supporting TBX as it would help alleviate infrastructure concerns 
without taxing. She stated that she opposes Commissioner Long’s regional proposal and any merger of 
HART and PSTA. Ms. Calvert urges the Board to include a specific statement in the agreement that “this 
is not a merger” and that the agreement will not be HART and PSTA existing as only entities on paper 
while the governing decisions are made at a regional level. 
 
Charlotte Greenbarg, 2807 Coastal Range Way, Lutz; referenced a public video containing clips from a 
2013 presentation by PSTA CEO Brad Miller and of Commissioner Long’s recent presentation on 
Council of Governments, and commented that she was shocked and amazed at the self-admitted 
subterfuge that was discussed getting around a referendum to merge PSTA and HART.  She explained 
that the interlocal agreement discussed in the video was proposed as a way to maintain local taxing power 
while circumventing taxpayers voting against Tax for Tracks for the fourth or fifth time. Ms. Greenbarg 
observed that Speaker Cocron explained that these agreements need to be vetted and just sending it up 
to Tallahassee saying that we want the money simply is not going to do it. She cautioned that local 
taxpayers will not accept Tax for Tracks and disagrees with the two agencies entering into a “non-
merger” and urges the Board to vote against any agreement that will result in a merge, whether on paper 
or not. Ms. Greenbarg stated that she is a citizen, a taxpayer, and an activist and intends to continue 
standing against this.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Committee member Suarez moved and Committee member McClain seconded the approval of the 
minutes from the December 19, 2016 Legislative and Strategic Planning Committee meeting. All 
Committee members present voted aye.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

 
a. Recommendation that the HART Board of Directors Endorse Approval of the Northwest 
Hillsborough Transit Study to the Hillsborough Metropolitan Planning Organization Board of 
Directors and Direct Inclusion of the Study into the Development Process for the HART Transit 
Development Plan (TDP), the HART Comprehensive Operations Analysis (COA), and the 
Regional Transit Feasibility Study 
 
Ms. Eagan explained that the first action item refers to a presentation and Mr. Steve Feigenbaum, 
Director of Service Development, would introduce the presenter. A full copy of the presentation is 
available upon request from the Clerk of the Board at petitl@gohart.org. 
 
Jennifer Musselman, Kittelson and Associates, provided a presentation on the study of transit in 
Northwest Hillsborough County as an element of the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), the 
Hillsborough Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). 
 
Committee Member Suarez inquired if the $9.54 cost per passenger on the route 61LX includes tolls. 
 
Ms. Musselman replied that it is hourly operating cost.  
 
Committee member Suarez asked about any additional tolls 
 
Ms. Musselman stated that there were none.   
 
Committee member Suarez inquired about the cost to HART for tolls. 
 
Mr. Feigenbaum informed that the tolls currently paid would be in operating expenses already which is 
pretty small since currently only two trips in morning and two trips in the evening are performed. 
  
Committee member Suarez suggested HART try to negotiate with THEA to reduce/eliminate the tolls. 
He stated that the express buses would eliminate cars but allow more people to use the expressway 
improving efficiency for the highway authority.   
 
Ms. Eagan stated that this is a perfect example of the type of service HART is exploring with the TDP 
refresh.  She informed that after the math the route proposed would be for 18 people, although maybe 
not the same 18 people every day.  She commented that $90,000 is not a massive amount of money, but 
for a smaller ridership such as this HART will be exploring smaller vehicles such as Lyft Line and Uber 
Pool or even working with TBARTA for a subsidized vanpool for better use of resources. Ms. Eagan 
concluded that in addition to these suggestions other options will be looked at to treat riders as taxpayers 
and commuters. 
 

mailto:petitl@gohart.org
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Committee Member Suarez asked if HART has approached THEA about a reduced cost. 
 
Ms. Eagan answered that the agency has not but will. 
 
Committee Member Melendez clarified that route will use the FL Turnpike Enterprise under DOT, not 
THEA.  
 
Committee Member Suarez suggested that the state representatives ask DOT on behalf of HART.  
 
Committee Member Melendez noted the partnership HART has with DOT and stated that he would be 
happy to talk to them. 
 
Committee Chair Murman noted that the presentation was in her district where there is not much service 
beyond Town ‘N’ Country.  She suggested adding a HyperLINK to Citrus Park mall modeling what is 
currently done at Brandon Mall. She stated that the Westchase is very car dependent. Committee Chair 
Murman encouraged staff to meet with economic development staff as there will be major development 
partically along Shelton road.  She stated that working with the economic development staff will allow 
for HART to work ahead of the curve and see what is planned. She said that she understands what is 
being done but to remember that there is a large amount of people living in Westchase and to not avoid 
that area.  Committee Chair Murman summarized that HyperLINK should be placed at Citrus Park Mall 
and meetings with the economic staff should be held.  
 
Ms. Eagan stated that staff has identified Citrus Park as a HyperLINK zone. She asked Mr. Feigenbaum 
to expound on the Northwest Transfer Center. 
 
Mr. Feigenbaum explained that there is a Northwest Transfer Center at Sheldon Road and Waters 
Avenue and service that would run would be route 39 with a 30-minute frequency seven days a week 
from the transfer center to Citrus Park Mall and along Gunn Highway.  
 
Committee Chair Murman stated that she understands where it is and where it is being recommended to 
move to; however, she urges staff to speak with economic development. 
 
Mr. Feigenbaum noted that the route in question is an express route. 
 
Committee Chair Murman stated that the Citrus Park extension, which is being announced February 1, 
will be going in and it will be a major route. She stated that it will be a big boost to the area and staff 
needs to take that into consideration.  
 
Committee member Melendez added that Sheldon has problems with capacity and agrees that it is 
important to include economic development in discussions and plans.  
 
Mr. Feigenbaum stated that the report does recommend expansion of HyperLINK in this area.  
 
Committee Chair Murman asked how the proposed changes to service in the Town ‘n’ Country area 
effects the big picture. 
 
Mr. Feigenbaum explained that the intention is to replace the flex system with customer driven on-
demand service. He added that the report is recommending not only HyperLINK expansion for this 



  Hillsborough Transit Authority 
Legislative and Strategic Planning Committee Meeting 

January 23, 2017 
   

1-5 

particular route, but for the entire area, and the recommendation will be incorporated into the TDP. Mr. 
Feigenbaum summarized that traditional transit will be maintained where it makes sense, and on-demand 
service will be implemented where it does not. 
 
Ms. Musselman added that on-demand service will give current riders the same level service as exists 
today. 
 
Committee Chair Murman reported that there is a big language barrier in Town ‘N’ Country and she will 
provide some names to contact.  
 
Ms. Eagan added that she spends a lot of time in the area and is familiar with the issues. 
 
Committee member McClain asked about the decrease in cost per passenger for routes 16 and 61; 
however, route 34 saw a significant increase of approximately 30%.  
 
Ms. Musselman explained that the slide had not been updated and 251 LX had a slight increase in some 
situations. She clarified that 30-minute service seemed to be the optimal frequency. 
 
Committee Chair Murman advised to look at the Sheldon Road deviation. 
 
Ms. Eagan stated that route 34 has strong rush hour service; however, increasing service to 15 minute 
increments may bolster ridership for rush hour, but the frequency would need to be maintained 
throughout the day.  
 
Committee member McClain stated that he found the large increase surprising. 
 
Ms. Eagan commented that HART cannot afford the recommended change at this time.  
 
Committee member Jaroch inquired about a new park n ride for route 61X. 
 
Ms. Musselman responded that the general location for the park n ride was from a study by TBARTA, 
although a parcel has not yet been identified. 
 
Committee member Jaroch asked if it was the intersection with McDonalds. 
 
Committee Chair Murman commented that the intersection is very congested and again urged staff to 
coordinate with economic development. 
 
Committee member Jaroch indicated that the congestion was also her concern and asked if moving the 
park n ride would qualify for any funding.  
 
Mr. Feigenbaum explained that the park n ride originated from a state grant, which has now run out, and 
he is not sure if it would qualify for urban corridor. He added that one requirement for the urban corridor 
grant is that the service crosses county lines. 
 
Committee member Jaroch asked what percentage of the $495,000 is associated with extending the 
service to Pasco county.   
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Ms. Musselman explained that there would not be any capital costs to extend to Pasco as it would involve 
the same number of buses. She stated that the cost would be in purchasing or building a new park n ride; 
however, the recommendation is to proceed incrementally. 
 
Mr. Feigenbaum added that staff tries to ensure that park n rides are not costly buy renting county 
properties or having them included in development. 
 
Committee member Jaroch asked about the church park n ride.  
 
Mr. Feigenbaum stated that the park n ride is an agreement, and FDOT originally had that property. He 
noted that if the route to SR 54 is extended, it would give HART a stonger connection to PCPT than 
currently. Mr. Feigenbaum explained that staff would try to make an agreement and churches are 
typically amenable as they do not use their lots during the day. 
 
Committee member Jaroch asked if including Citrus Park Mall was considered. 
 
Ms. Musselman responded that the one end point of the express route would be at the mall. 
 
Committee member Jaroch reported that Sheldon Road is in a community plan and a constrained road. 
 
Committee Chair Murman stated that the community plan is part of economic development and urges 
Ms. Eagan and staff to have weekly meetings there to stay current with both roads and lane use. 
 
Committee member Suarez moved and Committee member Melendez seconded advancement of this 
item to the full Board of Directors at the February 6, 2017 regular Board meeting.  All Committee 
members present voted aye. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
b. Approval of the Memorandum of Understanding between Hillsborough Transit Authority 
(HART) and Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) for Partnership Opportunities 
 
Ms. Eagan reviewed the background on the MOU. 
 
Mr. Smith suggested some wording changes:  

- Resolution: 
o Title and Section 1 – change “partnership opportunities” to “further collaboration” 

- MOU 
o Title – change “partnership opportunities” to “further collaboration” 
o Section 4 – correct a typo “partly” to “party”  

He confirmed that neither the language in the document nor the document itself represents a merger or 
long-term commitment, and is merely a statement of the HART Board that there is a desire to engage in 
regional collaboration.  
 
Committee Chair Murman inquired if there is a benefit to including language declaring the MOU to not 
be a merger. 
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Mr. Smith explained that there is no language in the document that creates a new entity as there are legal 
conditions that have to be met to qualify and there is no basis for interpreting the document as a merger. 
 
Committee Chair Murman clarified that a merger would fall under a completely different set of rules and 
guidelines. 
 
Committee member Suarez reported that he watched the video that was provided by Ms. Greenbarg in 
support of her public comments. He noted that he does not believe that the State of Florida does not have 
a Joint Powers Authority and stated that HART is not discussing merging with PSTA and the 
conversation is about cooperation. Committee member Suarez observed that the state will talk about 
cooperation and collaboration, but there are no alternative solutions put forth. He provided the example 
of the Ferry pilot as it is a connection between two counties and he thinks the state should also provide 
funding. Committee member commented that there are two state appointed members on the HART 
Board; however, the state should be involved financially in addition to governance. He noted that there 
are two entities, but the state could establish an umbrella organization to provide funding for connections 
between the two counties. Committee member Suarez emphasized that this is not an attempt to make the 
two agencies into a regional system and explained that the proposed agreement is agreeable as a way to 
make HART more efficient, not to make the two agencies more connected in terms of a merge. He noted 
that the MOU is well-crafted and demonstrates how HART and PSTA can cooperate and make the 
agencies better on a regional issue. 
 
Committee Chair Murman confirmed that there is no mention of taxing authority. 
 
Mr. Smith responded affirmatively. 
 
Committee Chair Murman stated that neither Board is discussing a regional tax increase and that there 
is nothing in the MOU to imply that. She suggested that language be included that the MOU must be 
agreed upon and authorized annually with a report provided by December 1 on actions taken. Committee 
Chair Murman also suggested giving the document more specificity so there are no loopholes or areas 
where people can misinterpret the intent. 
 
Ms. Eagan asked if Committee Chair Murman is requesting a report generally in the month of December 
or specifically by December 1. 
 
Committee Chair Murman answered the report should be provided by December 1 with a December 31 
expiration date for the MOU. 
 
Mr. Smith explained that December 31 was chosen for the expiration date as it is the end of the calendar 
year.  
 
Committee member Jaroch stated that she would like to discuss what the document is attempting to 
accomplish. 
 
Committee Chair Murman stated that the MOU is clear in addressing joint contracts and projects and 
confirming continuing coordination so that the agencies are no longer working in isolation. She added 
that there will likely be more conversations about coordination, partnership, and collaboration in 
integrating common operational items to locate efficiencies. 
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Committee member Jaroch observed the Interlocal Agreement for the farebox project advanced to the 
Board at the Finance and Audit meeting earlier in the morning had a level of detail that outlined 
deliverables, exit strategies, and costs. She referred to two resolutions and a letter from former Chair 
Davin listing several steps that would be taken including holding regularly scheduled joint HART/PSTA 
meetings, developing a strategic coordination plan as recommended by the McCollum study, and jointly 
setting benchmarks, cost efficiencies, and a timeline for further collaboration. Committee member Jaroch 
noted that the plan was never developed due to GoHillsborough and suggested that the full Board should 
have a formal resolution announcing HART’s intent to collaborate and develop a strategic coordination 
plan as that was what was previously intended. She suggested that there be a focus on only IT as a way 
to get the level of detail included in the Farebox MOU. Committee member Jaroch stated that she would 
like to stop talking about how HART and PSTA are going to collaborate and actually start to do the 
things being discussed. She added that she also saw the video and expressed concern that PSTA intends 
to take the signed MOU to Tallahassee the following day. 
 
Committee Chair Murman stated that the HART Board is the HART Board and business is done here, 
and if someone wants to take the MOU to Tallahassee, that is their prerogative. She said that the Board 
conducts their business and after that, it will be up to staff and General Counsel to move forward. 
Committee Chair Murman expressed concern over the sentiment that the agency will lose anything as 
there are only gains to be had. She added that strategic coordination is expressed throughout the MOU 
and noted that Committee member Jaroch’s concern appears to be the formality of the document. 
Committee Chair Murman explained that the formality is absolutely necessary to accomplish the goals 
that both agencies have, while informal agreements may be dropped because they are seen as 
unimportant. She emphasized that none of the language refers to merging, taxing, or going to 
Tallahassee; rather, the document discusses coordination, planning, and collaboration and will need to 
be reauthorized annually. Committee Chair Murman noted that there are protections built into the MOU 
and formalities in government need to exist to ensure the goals are accomplished.  
 
Committee member Jaroch stated that she would like to isolate the IT area and expressed concern that 
the proposed areas of collaboration do not align with the current legislative priorities. She added that she 
does not feel comfortable voting on such a binding document, although she appreciates the suggestion 
for annual renewal. 
 
Committee member Melendez reviewed Mr. Smith’s revisions and stated he agrees with the revisions. 
He asked for clarification of Mr. Smith’s comments regarding the phrase “all things necessary”. 
 
Mr. Smith stated that the comment was made to emphasize that the Board has only taken certain actions 
so far and the agreement was drafted in a manner to be consistent with what the Board has said. He stated 
that certain aspects are a governance function and those tasks cannot be delegated without direction. Mr. 
Smith explained that “all things necessary” is limited only to the scope of agreement and committing 
money, resources, and structure must come to the Board for approval. 
 
Committee member Melendez confirmed that the phrase is implicit that it is only within the scope of the 
agreement.  
 
Mr. Smith responded affirmatively. 
 
Committee member Melendez confirmed that the MOU does not, in any way, compromise the agency’s 
sovereignty.  
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Mr. Smith explained that HART was formed by a referendum and can only be dissolved by referendum. 
 
Committee member Melendez commented that HART and PSTA collaborated on fuel savings of $2 
million, which is a significant amount. He stated that he feels there is a benefit to the MOU if it provides 
more strength and opportunities. Committee member Melendez observed that HART led the way for the 
One Bus Away app noted that, if an agreement like the one proposed had been in place, HART could 
have assisted PSTA in getting to theirs more quickly while PSTA initiated ride share and could have 
helped HART. He stated that the MOU advances collaboration without compromising.  
 
Committee Chair Murman asked if Committee member Melendez was making a motion.  
 
Committee member Melendez moved and Committee member Suarez seconded advancement of this 
item to the full Board of Directors at the February 6, 2017 regular Board meeting.   
 
Committee member Jaroch asked Mr. Smith to review the proposed language changes. 
 
Mr. Smith  

- Resolution: 
o Title and Section 1 – change “partnership opportunities” to “further collaboration” 

- MOU: 
o Title – change “partnership opportunities” to “collaboration” 
o Section 4 – correct a typo “partly” to “party”  
o Section 4 – insert “for this MOU to be so extended, it must be re-approved annually by 

each governing body, subsequent to a submittal by respective staff summarizing the 
actions taken in furtherance if this MOU on or before December 1 of each year so 
considered” as the second sentence 

Committee member McClain suggested changing “the mutual promises and agreements” to “such further 
collaboration” at the top of page 2. 
 
Mr. Smith agreed. 
 
Committee member Jaroch inquired if the MOU would expire if no further action was taken based on 
the language added. 
 
Mr. Smith explained that it already expires on that date; however, he supports addressing the possibility 
of the MOU being a continuing arrangement as articulated in the conditions of the agreement.  
 
Ms. Eagan stated she will work with PSTA for their Board schedule.  
 
Committee Chair Murman asked for the information at the next Board meeting. 
 
Ms. Eagan agreed and suggested adopting language that the presentations occur at the last board meeting 
of the year.  
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Committee Chair Murman stated that this was a positive discussion in moving forward for the 
organization and emphasized the importance that the Board assist staff’s progress in the future.  
 
Committee member Jacob noted that the MOU is a good step forward. He observed that there do not 
appear to be any current or proposed collaborative efforts that would require a written agreement; 
however, he appreciates Committee Chair Murman’s comment earlier that action is more effective when 
there is something formal and tangible.  
 
Committee member Melendez observed that there is more than one version attached to the action item 
and asked which redline is being approved. 
 
Mr. Smith stated Attachment II. 
 
The motion made by Committee member Melendez and seconded by Committee member Suarez is to 
advance the resolution to the full Board of Directors at the February 6, 2017 regular Board meeting 
with the following proposed changes: 

- Resolution: 
o Title – change “partnership opportunities” to “further collaboration” 
o Section 1 – change “partnership” to “further collaboration” 

Committee members Jacob, McClain, Melendez, Murman, and Suarez voted aye. Committee member 
Jaroch voted nay. The motion passed 5 to 1. 
 
Committee member Melendez moved and Committee member Suarez seconded advancement of the 
Memorandum of Understanding to the full Board of Directors at the February 6, 2017 regular Board 
meeting with the following changes: 

- MOU 
o Title – change “partnership” to “collaboration” 
o Top of page 2 – changing “the mutual promises and agreements” to “such further 

collaboration” 
o Section 4 – correct a typo “partly” to “party”  
o Section 4 – add “for this MOU to be so extended, it must be re-approved annually by 

each governing body, subsequent to a submittal by respective staff summarizing the 
actions taken in furtherance if this MOU on or before December 1 of each year so 
considered” 

Committee member Melendez clarified that there is a differentiation between a JPA and an MOU and 
his intent with moving forward is for the MOU. 
 
Committee members Jacob, McClain, Melendez, Murman, and Suarez voted aye. Committee member 
Jaroch voted nay. The motion passed 5 to 1. 
 
Committee member Jaroch stated that she does approve of the changes as they made the MOU a stronger 
document.  She added that, in 2012 and after the studies, there was a sense that the Board was opposed 
to what was in the videos about bypassing taxpayers and creating a “superagency” and it is a fundamental 
problem against taxation without representation. Committee member Jaroch noted that legislative staff 
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was instructed to discourage talks regarding possible mergers and asked that if there are any rumors, 
they be discussed with the Board.  
 
Committee Chair Murman explained that her reason behind asking about the language and merging was 
to ensure HART is protected to the fullest extent possible. She invited Cesar Hernandez, Government 
Relations Specialist, to provide any updates he might have.  
 
Ms. Eagan added that slides were prepared addressing IT collaboration and in the interest of time, the 
presentation will be sent as part of the weekly.   
 
Mr. Hernandez updated that Board on the AV designation explaining that a determination was expected 
last Thursday; however, USDOT has now advised to expect a response within the next three weeks. He 
explained that the Trump administration appears to be carrying over staff which is a benefit for HART 
as there were already many relationships developed. Mr. Hernandez reported that he and the consultants 
will be trying to meet with the delegation during committee weeks as opposed to during session. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:28 a.m.  
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